
 THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF EAR FALLS 
 

M I N U T E S   of the Regular Meeting of Ear Falls Council #7 
Ear Falls Municipal Council Chambers 

June 2nd, 2020 @ 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
1 CALL TO ORDER 

 
Mayor Kevin Kahoot called the Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

2 ROLL CALL 
 

Mayor Kevin Kahoot, Councillor Rob Eady (electronically), Councillor 
David Carroll (electronically), Councillor Wendy Pearson (electronically), 
Councillor Daniel Sutton (electronically), and Clerk Treasurer Administrator 
Kimberly Ballance. 
 
This Meeting was conducted electronically by teleconference due to the 
declaration of a Provincial Emergency – Human Health Emergency 
(COVID-19 Pandemic). 

 
3 DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST AND THE GENERAL 

NATURE THEREOF  
 

None Declared. 
 
4 DELEGATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 

 
None. 
 

PART I – CONSENT AGENDA 
 
(For the purpose of convenience and for expediting Meetings, matters of business of repetitive or 
routine nature are included in the Consent Agenda, and all such matters of business contained in 
the Consent Agenda are voted on collectively. 
 
A particular matter of business may be singled out from the Consent Agenda for debate or for a 
separate vote upon the request of any Member of Council. In the case of a separate vote, the 
excluded matter of business is severed from the Consent Agenda, and only the remaining matters 
of business contained in the Consent Agenda are voted on collectively. 
 
Each and every matter of business contained in the Consent Agenda is recorded separately in the 
Minutes of the Meeting.) 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 114 
 
Moved by Daniel Sutton. Seconded by Wendy Pearson. 
  
RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Ear Falls 
hereby adopts the Items in Sections 5 – 7 of Part 1 – Consent Agenda. 
 
Carried. 
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5 MINUTES 
 

5.1 The review and passing of the Minutes of the previous Meetings. 
 

5.1.1 May 19th, 2020 – Regular Meeting of Council Minutes. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 115 
 
Moved by Wendy Pearson. Seconded by Daniel Sutton. 
  
RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Corporation of the Township 
of Ear Falls accepts the Minutes of the previous Meeting of Council 
numbered 5.1.1 at the June 2nd, 2020 Regular Meeting of Council. 

 
Carried. 

 
C.O. 
5.2 Minutes of Committees. 

 
None. 
 

C.O. 
5.3 Minutes from other Agencies / Organizations. 

 
None. 

 
6 TENDERS / PROPOSALS / QUOTES 
 

None. 
 

7 MISCELLANEOUS MOTIONS  
 

7.1 Correspondence. 
 
P03-CO 
7.1.1 News Release dated May 19th, 2020 from Ontario News re: 

Ontario Government extends the Emergency Orders to May 
29th, 2020. 

 
P03-CO 
7.1.2 Email dated May 21st, 2020 from Evolution Mining, Red Lake 

Operation re: Provision of an update on the practices of the Red 
Lake Operations during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 
P03-CO 
7.1.3 News Release dated May 27th, 2020 from Ontario News re: 

Ontario Government extended Emergency Orders during 
COVID-19 Outbreak. 

 
M03-DO 
7.1.4 Letter dated May 11th, 2020 from New Starts Women Shelter  
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re: Thank you for the donation to the New Starts for Women’s 
International Women’s Day Luncheon. 

 
P03-CO 
7.1.5 Letter dated May 19th, 2020 from the Northwestern Health 

Unit re: Recommendations that residents do not travel outside 
of the community they live in unless it is for essential 
purposes. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 116 
 
Moved by David Carroll. Seconded by Daniel Sutton. 
  
RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Corporation of the Township 
of Ear Falls receives and files the document numbered 7.1.1 to 7.1.5 at 
the June 2nd, 2020 Regular Meeting of Council. 

 
Carried. 

 
8 BY-LAWS  
 

8.1 By-Law No. 2300-20, a By-Law to Affirm Minor Decisions by  
Council. 

 
 R03-RO 

8.2 By-Law No. 2301-20, a By-Law to Authorize the Execution of an 
External Loan Agreement with the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) for the Inert Nike Cajun Sounding Rocket. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 117 
 
Moved by David Carroll. Seconded by Daniel Sutton. 
  
RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Ear 
Falls hereby consider By-Law Nos. 2300-20 and 2301-20 as passed. 

 
Carried. 

 
PART II – OTHER ITEMS 
 
9 ITEMS FOR DIRECTION 

 
Councillor Eady joined the Meeting electronically at this point.  

 
F11-SU 
9.1 2020 Canada Summer Jobs Application/Agreement 

 
Council requested Service Canada be contacted to determine if both 
approved positions can be shifted to Parks Maintenance positions so 
that the Township may possibly employ students in departments that 
are operational and where the Township can employ them safely  
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during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
Administration will also contact the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, 
Tourism and Culture Industries to determine if the Recreation 
Programmer summer student position can also be modified to address 
current circumstances.  

 
9.2 Report to Council dated May 26th, 2020 from Fire Chief Darryl 

Desjardins re: Use of Tanker / Pumper Trucks to raise money for the 
Ear Falls Firefighters’ Association. 

 
Council was supportive of this request as long as physical distancing 
is maintained by firefighters and the people that are being provided 
with the service. Participation at the fundraising events should be 
limited to the number of volunteers that are required to perform the 
task in accordance with best practices for group sizes.  
 

P03-CO 
9.3 COVID-19 Update / Operations. 
 
 The Township’s Joint Health & Safety Committee has developed a 

draft COVID-19 Policy to assist the Township in its return to normal 
operations. This will be forthcoming to Council for adoption.  

 
Council discussed increased use of online payments for credit cards 
instead of permitting the current process of manually entering cards 
through the POS to eliminate the costs being borne by the tax base for 
credit card transaction fees. These services have become increasingly 
prevalent throughout the pandemic.  
 

 There are no new COVID-19 cases locally. The recent positive case in 
Ear Falls did not result in any known local transmission as 
demonstrated by the test results from the individual’s close contacts.  

  
 However we still don’t know how the person contracted it initially, so 

there is still a possibility of asymptomatic cases and transmission in 
the area.  

 
 The Municipal Emergency Control Group (MECG) continues to meet 

weekly and will review local matters. The Waterfront Park and 
Sportsplex openings will likely be next with best practices from the 
Northwestern Health Unit (NWHU) being discussed tomorrow. 

 
 Regional Virtual Meetings with MP Eric Melillo, Minister Greg 

Rickford, Minister Steve Clark, and the NWHU are ongoing. Last 
week there was a discussion about potentially regionalizing the stages 
for re-opening businesses in Ontario;  

 
 The provincial State of Emergency has been extended to the end of 

June, and many people are looking for some certainty about these 
dates to make business decisions. Regional decision-making and  
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opening the economy is under discussion.  

 
 A regional tourism rally is being held in Vermillion Bay on June 13th, 

2020. Mayor Kahoot and Economic Development Officer Michelle 
Hiscox may attend subject to the organizers providing more 
information about their expectations for municipal participation. 
Council concurred that it needs to make sure that the impact of the 
pandemic on the tourism sector is heard by other orders of 
government. The sector needs support due to the border closure and 
the impact that it has had regionally on tourism and tertiary 
businesses.  

  
 The border closure has been devastating for the regional tourism 

economy. The country and the province are continuing to prioritize 
public health over the economy.   

 
10 REPORTS OF MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 

 
10.1 Mayor Kevin Kahoot 

• Northwestern Ontario Municipal Association (NOMA) Meeting 
• NOMA has requested comments from the Board members on 

the addition of a seat for the Mayor of the City of Thunder Bay. 
This would change the number of seats on the Board, shift the 
balance of power between the three regions and require the 
consideration of a change to the By-Laws at the Annual General 
Meeting. Council identified that they would not be supportive 
of this change to the composition of the Board.  

 
• Splash Pad Update 

• The project is moving forward. Site boundaries and a 
geotechnical investigation have been completed and recreation  
rules for the site are under development. The anticipated 
completion date is August 31st, 2020.  

 
• The Kenora District Services Board (KDSB) has announced the 

opening of Child Care Services in Ear Falls with a September 1st, 
2020 opening. 

 
10.2 Councillor Daniel Sutton 

• Kenora District Services Board (KDSB) 
• The Board was unanimous in their support to waive the (sixty) 

60-day termination period for their Agreement with the 
Township for the provision of Child Care services.  

 
11 CLOSED MEETING  
 

11.1 RESOLUTION NO. 118 
 
Moved by Rob Eady. Seconded by Wendy Pearson. 
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RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Corporation of the Township 
of Ear Falls hereby convenes into a Closed Session at 7:55 p.m. to 
discuss matters pertaining to: 
 

• Section 239 (2) (b) and (d) – Personal matters about an 
identifiable individual, including municipal or local Board 
employees, and Labour relations or employee negotiations. – 
Employment Matter. 
 

• Section 239 (2) (b) and (d) – Personal matters about an 
identifiable individual, including municipal or local Board 
employees, and Labour relations or employee negotiations. – 
Employment Matter. 
 

• Section 239 (2) (b) – Personal matters about an identifiable 
individual, including municipal or local board employees. – To 
review information received regarding the Ron Nichols’ 
Bursary Award. 

 
• Section 239 (2) (b) – Personal matters about an identifiable 

individual, including municipal or local board employees. – To 
review information received regarding the Jean Robinson 
Bursary Award. 

 
Carried. 
 

Section 239 (2) (b) and (d) of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, as 
amended.  
 

• Personal matters about an identifiable individual, including municipal  
or local Board employees, and Labour relations or employee 
negotiations. 
 

• Employment Matter. 
 

Section 239 (2) (b) and (d) of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, as 
amended.  
 

• Personal matters about an identifiable individual, including municipal  
or local Board employees, and Labour relations or employee 
negotiations. 
 

• Employment Matter. 
 

Section 239 (2) (b) of the Municipal Act 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, as amended. 
 

• Personal matters about an identifiable individual, including municipal 
or local board employees; 

 
• To review information received regarding the Ron Nichols’ 

Bursary Award. 
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Section 239 (2) (b) of the Municipal Act 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, as amended. 
 

• Personal matters about an identifiable individual, including municipal 
or local board employees; 
 
• To review information received regarding the Jean Robinson 

Bursary. 
 

11.2 RESOLUTION NO. 119 
 
Moved by David Carroll. Seconded by Rob Eady. 
  
RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Township of Ear Falls 
convened from a Closed Session at 8:20 p.m. to the Regular Meeting 
of Council. 

 
Carried. 

 
12 CLOSED REPORT  

 
12.1 RESOLUTION NO. 120 

 
Moved by Rob Eady. Seconded by Daniel Sutton. 
  
RESOLVED THAT Council authorizes and directs the Mayor and the 
Clerk Treasurer Administrator to execute the Memorandum of 
Agreement with Unifor Local 324-4 re: Marg Trippier. 

 
Carried. 

 
Council provided direction to the Clerk Treasurer Administrator on an 
employment matter. 
 
Council provided direction to the Clerk Treasurer Administrator regarding 
the Ron Nichols’ Bursary Award. 
 
Council provided direction to the Clerk Treasurer Administrator regarding 
the Jean Robinson Bursary. 
 

13 ADJOURNMENT 
 
13.1 RESOLUTION NO. 121 

 
Moved by Wendy Pearson. Seconded by David Carroll. 
 
RESOLVED THAT this Regular Meeting of Council adjourn at the 
hour of 8:22 p.m. 

 
Carried. 
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_________________________ 
Mayor 
 
 
_________________________ 
Clerk 
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