
THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF EAR FALLS 

 

M I N U T E S of the Regular Meeting of Ear Falls Council #8 

Ear Falls Municipal Council Chambers 

June 5, 2024 @ 2:30 p.m. 

 

 

1 CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Kevin Kahoot called the meeting to order at 2:30 p.m. 

 

2 ROLL CALL 

 

Mayor Kevin Kahoot, Councillor Brad Mountain, Councillor Daniel Sutton, 

Councillor Kim Thain, Councillor Doug Woolsey, Clerk Treasurer 

Administrator Kimberly Ballance, Deputy Clerk Intern Shawna Weston, 

Manager of Public Service and Operations Glenna Wigle and 2 members of 

the public 

 

3 DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST AND THE GENERAL 

NATURE THEREOF  

 

None Declared. 

 

4 DELEGATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS  

 

4.1 John Polkinghorne – Request to donate property at 25 Ash Street to 

the Township of Ear Falls 

 

Mr. Polkinghorne has been using his son’s property at 25 Ash Street 

for a number of years, but is no longer interested in using it and his 

son does not want it either. Mr. Polkinghorne has been paying the 

taxes on it, but does not intend to continue paying the taxes or 

water/sewer fees and would like to give the property to the Township 

to avoid the Tax Sale Fees and process. His son, Robert Polkinghorn 

is the property owner, and is agreeable to this donation as noted in his 

letter to Mayor and Council.  

 

Council asked Mr. Polkinghorne if the trailer on the property was 

empty and if there were any other outbuildings on the property.  

 

PART I – CONSENT AGENDA 

 
(For the purpose of convenience and for expediting Meetings, matters of business of repetitive or 

routine nature are included in the Consent Agenda, and all such matters of business contained in 

the Consent Agenda are voted on collectively. 

 

A particular matter of business may be singled out from the Consent Agenda for debate or for a 

separate vote upon the request of any Member of Council.  In the case of a separate vote, the 

excluded matter of business is severed from the Consent Agenda, and only the remaining matters 

of business contained in the Consent Agenda are voted on collectively. 

 

Each and every matter of business contained in the Consent Agenda is recorded separately in the 

Minutes of the Meeting.) 
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Clarification was requested on Item No. 7.1.2, 7.1.3, 7.1.6, 7.1.7, 7.5 and 7.6 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 082 

 

Moved by Doug Woolsey. Seconded by Kim Thain. 

 

RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Ear Falls 

hereby adopts the Items in Sections 5 – 7 of Part 1 – Consent Agenda. 

 

Carried. 

 

5 MINUTES 

 

C04-MI 

5.1 The review and passing of the Minutes of the previous Meeting. 

 

5.1.1 May 15th, 2024 – Regular Meeting of Council Minutes 

 

5.1.2 May 29th, 2024 – Special Meeting of Council Minutes 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 083 

 

Moved by Daniel Sutton. Seconded by Doug Woolsey. 

 

RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Corporation of the Township  

of Ear Falls accepts the Minutes of the previous Meetings of Council  

numbered 5.1.1 and 5.1.2. at the June 5th, 2024, Regular Meeting of 

Council.  

 

Carried. 

 

5.2 Minutes of Committees. 

 

None.  

 

5.3 Minutes from other Agencies / Organizations.  

 

A01-HO 

5.3.1 April 25, 2024 – Kenora District Home for the Aged Meeting 

Minutes 

 

A01-NO 

5.3.2 March 1, 2024 – Northwestern Health Unit Regular Meeting 

Minutes 

 

A01-NO 

5.3.3 March 28, 2024 – Northwestern Health Unit Regular Meeting 

Minutes 

 

A01-NO 

5.3.4 April 15, 2024 – Northwestern Health Unit Special Meeting 
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Minutes 

 

A01-NO 

5.3.5 May 3, 2024 – Northwestern Health Unit Regular Meeting 

Minutes 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 084 

 

Moved by Kim Thain. Seconded by Doug Woolsey. 

 

RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Corporation of the Township 

of Ear Falls receives and files the Minutes from other Agencies / 

Organizations numbered 5.3.1 to 5.3.5 at the June 5th, 2024, Regular 

Meeting of Council. 

 

Carried. 

 

6 TENDERS / PROPOSALS / QUOTES 

 

 None.  

 

7 MISCELLANEOUS MOTIONS  

 

7.1 Correspondence. 

  

P16-ON 

7.1.1 Letter from Michael Kerzner, Solicitor General, dated May 15, 

2024, re: OPP Detachment Boards. 

 

S08-DO 

7.1.2 Letter from Teresa Buchanan, Assistant Deputy Minister, 

Ministry of Health, dated July 6, 2023, re: Rural & Northern 

Physician Group Agreement (RNGA) Complement Review 

 

 Council discussed the letter and the delay in its receipt to the 

Township. A further update will be made to Council after the 

Mayor and Clerk Treasurer Administrator meet with 

representatives from the Community Health Centre’s Board.  

 

S08-NO 

7.1.3 Letter from the Northwestern Health Unit, dated May 24, 2024, 

re: Food Insecurity in the North. 

 

 Council discussed this letter and local efforts in Ear Falls such 

as the Red Lake Indian Friendship Centre’s Food Bank, the 

donation program run by the local grocery store, KDs Fine 

Foods, the municipality’s community garden and the 

municipality’s Strategic Plan goal for ensuring local food 

security.  

 

*T05-HI 

7.1.4 Letter from Aboubaker Farah, Parsons Inc., dated May 27, 
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2024, re: Notice of Study Commencement for Rehabilitation of 

the English River Bridge and Perrault Falls Culvert on Highway 

105. 

 

M06-ON 

7.1.5 Ontario News, dated May 28, 2024, re: Canada and Ontario 

Statement on the National Housing Strategy 

 

D05-MI 

7.1.6 Letter from Natalie Boyd, Impact Assessment Agency of 

Canada, dated May 8, 2024, re: Draft Tailored Impact Statement 

Guidelines and Public Participation Plan for the Kinross Great 

Bear Gold Project.  

 

 Council discussed the letter as presented and the lack of 

participation in the public meeting held at the Legion last week.  

 

F11-NO 

7.1.7 Letter from Scott Kunnas, Northern Ontario Heritage Fund 

Corporation (NOHFC), re: Community Enhancement Program 

– Rural Enhancement program application – Ear Falls Covered 

Pavilion Project  

 

 Council discussed the letter as presented.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 085 

 

Moved by Doug Woolsey. Seconded by Daniel Sutton. 

 

RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Corporation of the Township 

of Ear Falls receives and files the documents numbered 7.1.1 to 7.1.7 

at the June 5th, 2024, Regular Meeting of Council. 

 

Carried. 

 

7.2 Statement of Revenues and Expenditures – year to date (dated May 

31, 2024). 

  

Council reviewed the Statement of Revenue and Expenditures - year 

to date (dated May 31, 2024) in accordance with By-Law 2283-20. 

 

 F11-IN 

7.3 Application to the Ministry for Seniors and Accessibility – Inclusive 

Community Grants Program 2024-25 – Ear Falls Plaza Curb Cut 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 086 

 

Moved by Doug Woolsey. Seconded by Daniel Sutton. 

 

RESOLVED THAT Clerk Treasurer Administrator Kimberly 

Ballance is hereby authorized and directed to submit an Application 

for funding to the Ministry for Seniors and Accessibility’s Inclusive 



Minutes – Regular Meeting of Council 

June 5, 2024 

Page 5 

Community Grants Program 2024-25 for the Ear Falls Plaza Curb Cut 

Project. 

 

Carried. 

 

D02-NW  

 7.4 Community Well-Being Reserve Fund – Project Approval Listing.  

 

a) Township of Ear Falls, Swimming Lesson Program – July 8 – 12, 

2024 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 087 

 

Moved by Daniel Sutton. Seconded by Kim Thain. 

 

WHEREAS Council deems that the project identified on the 

Community Well-Being Reserve Fund – Project Approval Listing, 

dated June 5, 2024, complies with the Reserve Fund Criteria:  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council approves the 

project, in accordance with the Community Well-Being Reserve Fund 

– Project Approval Listing, dated June 5, 2024, as attached. 

 

Carried. 

 

D00-HI 

7.5 Email from Brittany Bolan, Ministry of Natural Resources and 

Forestry, re: Proposed upgrade of two existing leases to patent land 

(480 and 484 Highway 105) 

 

 Council reviewed the location of the lands and the motion as 

presented.  

 

 RESOLUTION NO. 088 

 

Moved by Kim Thain. Seconded by Doug Woolsey. 

 

WHEREAS the Council of the Township of Ear Falls approved By-

Law No. 2511-23 which adopts its Relationship and Reconciliation 

Agreement with Wabauskang First Nation and Obisikikaang (Lac 

Seul) First Nation; and, 

 

WHEREAS the Agreement identifies that the Township will only 

support applications to acquire Crown Land with the consent of 

Wabauskang First Nation and Obisikikaang (Lac Seul) First Nation; 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the 

Corporation of the Township of Ear Falls has no objection to the 

proposed upgrade of two existing Crown Leases to patent land for the 

properties identified as 480 Highway 104 (Roll No. 6042-000-002-

00402-0000) and 484 Highway 105 (Roll No. 6042-000-002-00403-

0000), subject to: 
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• The property being confirmed to be compliant with the 

Township of Ear Falls Official Plan and Zoning By-Law and 

future proposed uses remaining in compliance with the Official 

Plan and Zoning By-Law; and, 

• the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry receiving the 

consent of Wabauskang First Nation and Obisikikaang (Lac 

Seul) First Nation in respect to this acquisition of Crown Land. 

 

Carried. 

 

7.6 Memorial Bench – Bette Donovan 

 

Council discussed the location of the bench and agreed that it would 

be placed at the Waterfront Park because of Bette’s involvement with 

Canada Day festivities.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 089 

 

Moved by Kim Thain. Seconded by Daniel Sutton. 

 

RESOLVED THAT the Council approves the purchase and 

installation of a Memorial Bench for Bette Donovan in accordance 

with its Volunteer Appreciation Policy.  

 

Carried. 

 

BY-LAWS  

 

8.1 By-Law No. 2567-24, a By-Law to Affirm Minor Decisions by  

Council. 

 

 D12-DE & D00-MI 

8.2  By-Law No. 2568-24, a By-Law to Deem Lots in a Registered Plan of 

Subdivision no Longer to be Lots in a Registered Plan (M732 Lot 34 

and 35) 

 

D12-DE & D00-MI 

8.3 By-Law No. 2569-24, a By-Law to Deem Lots in a Registered Plan of 

Subdivision no Longer to be Lots in a Registered Plan (M732 Lot 36 

and 37) 

 

D12-DE & D00-MI 

8.4 By-Law No. 2570-24, a By-Law to Deem Lots in a Registered Plan of 

Subdivision no Longer to be Lots in a Registered Plan (M732 Lot 30 

and 31) 

 

 RESOLUTION NO. 090 

 

Moved by Daniel Sutton. Seconded by Doug Woolsey. 

 

RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Ear  

Falls hereby considers By-Law Nos. 2567-24, 2568-24, 2569-24 and  
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2570-24 as passed. 

 

Carried. 

 

PART II – OTHER ITEMS 

 

9 ITEMS FOR DIRECTION 

 

L07-LA 

9.1  Email from John Flies, dated May 21, 2024, re: Sale of 72 Forest 

Drive (Plan M700 Lot 183) to the Township of Ear Falls 

 

 Council reviewed the option to purchase. They directed staff to draft 

the offer to ensure that taxes and water / sewer fees are current as of 

the date that Council would accept the offer by By-Law. Council 

directed Administration to bring forward a by-law for this purpose.   

 

L14-MU 

9.2 Report to Council, dated May 23, 2024, re: MPAC’s Data Sharing and 

Services Agreement (DSSA) 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 091 

 

Moved by Doug Woolsey. Seconded by Kim Thain. 

 

 RESOLVED THAT Council accepts the Report to Council, dated 

May 23, 2024, re: MPAC’s Data Sharing and Services Agreement 

(DSSA). 

 

Carried. 

 

R04-PA 

9.3 Request for Reconsideration of Resolution No. 180-23 re: Parks and 

Playgrounds Plan 2023-2026. 

 

 Council discussed Lion’s Park provisions in the Parks and 

Playgrounds Plan and the need for equipment for young toddlers, 

which is lacking in the community. 

 

The community, Council and staff have repeatedly voiced concerns 

about the ability to maintain old equipment as new equipment is 

installed and the creation of redundancy in parks is an ongoing 

concern as the municipality moves forward in implementing its Parks 

and Playgrounds Plan.  

 

Council directed Administration to update the plan to identify that the 

remaining equipment at Lion’s Park will be moved to a new site 

adjacent to the splash pad playground but on the north side of Willow 

Crescent. This will be planned for implementation in the 2025 

municipal budget and will include additional pieces of equipment that 

are currently in storage, fencing and proper base material.  



Minutes – Regular Meeting of Council 

June 5, 2024 

Page 8 

 

This plan will be communicated to the Lion’s Club when Mayor 

Kahoot and Councillor Sutton meet with the Club on June 18, 2024.  

 

P09-EN 

9.4 Report to Council, dated May 30, 2024, re: Entrance Permit 

Conditions 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 092 

 

Moved by Daniel Sutton. Seconded by Kim Thain. 

 

 RESOLVED THAT Council accepts the Report to Council, dated 

May 30, 2024, re: Entrance Permit Conditions 

 

Carried. 

 

9.5 Procedural By-Law / Governance Training for Council 

 

 Council discussed the opportunity to do some training on governance, 

council powers, and communicating with the public, both in-person 

and on social media. Council discussed whether Fred Dean could 

provide this and potentially coordinate with the Kenora District 

Municipal Association (KDMA) Conference in Ear Falls.   

 

10 REPORTS OF MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 

 

 Councillor Sutton 

  

Met with the Municipality of Machin’s Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Clerk 

Treasurer and Economic Development Officer at the end of May. Good 

opportunity to discuss crown land dispositions and by-law enforcement 

matters. Discussed set-fines being included in by-laws and the need for these 

to be included to give weight to by-law enforcement efforts. This was a good 

chance to discuss the numerous similarities between our municipalities. 

 

Mayor Kahoot 

 

Northern Ontario Municipal Association (NOMA) Board Meeting 

• There was a lot of discussion about fire department matters including 

potential unionization of volunteers and the efforts by the Fire Chiefs 

Association of Ontario which is trying to lobby for all firefighters to 

be full time employees like the OPP or EMS services. This would be 

difficult to implement in small, remote communities if fire services 

are intended to be funded by municipalities.  

• Housing remains a major issue in the region. The need for housing 

throughout the province is high, but the difficulty of developing in the 

north is challenging.  

 

Mayor Kahoot advised that he has been asked to sit on an Independent 

Electricity System Operator (IESO) committee and that he will be 

submitting the documents requested by them to become a member on that 
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committee.  

 

Kinross is proceeding with a power installation project for the Great Bear 

project. Moncrief Construction has been awarded the contract for this work, 

and has reached out to the Township to figure out accommodation within the 

area, since local zoning does not permit bunkhouse camps. The Township is 

assisting by trying to connect them with local tourist camps, but has also 

provided information to them on the potential to apply for a temporary 

zoning by-law amendment, and information on municipally owned property 

that is available for sale.  

 

11 CLOSED MEETING  

 

11.1 RESOLUTION NO. 093 

 

Moved by Kim Thain. Seconded by Daniel Sutton. 

 

RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Ear Falls 

hereby convenes into a Closed Session at 3:40 p.m. to discuss matters pertaining 

to:  

 

• Section 239 (2) (b) - Personal matters about an identifiable individual, 

including municipal or local Board employees - To review information 

received regarding the Ron Nichols’ Bursary Award and Jean Robinson 

Bursary Award. 

  

Carried. 

 

Section 239 (2) (b) of the Municipal Act 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, as amended. 

 

• Personal matters about an identifiable individual, including municipal 

or local Board employees; 

 

• To review information received regarding the Ron Nichols’ 

Bursary Award and Jean Robinson Bursary Award. 

 

11.2  RESOLUTION NO. 094 

 

Moved by Doug Woolsey. Seconded by Daniel Sutton. 

 

RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Township of Ear Falls convened from a 

Closed Session at 3:53 p.m. to the Regular Meeting of Council.  

 

Carried. 

 

12 CLOSED REPORT  

 

Council provided direction to the Clerk Treasurer Administrator regarding 

the Ron Nichols’ Bursary Award and Jean Robinson Bursary Award. 

 

13 ADJOURNMENT 
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13.1 RESOLUTION NO. 095 

 

Moved by Kim Thain. Seconded by Daniel Sutton. 

 

RESOLVED THAT this Regular Meeting of Council adjourn at the hour of 3:54 

p.m. 

 

Carried. 

 

 

_________________________ 

  Mayor 

 

 

_________________________ 

 Clerk 


